Lesson Three
My Token of Love


My Token of Love lesson is appropriate for upper elementary through high school students. See the "Alternative or Preliminary Studio Idea" for a tile option, which is appropriate for younger or less experienced students. 

Objectives

1. Students will be able to use clay slab construction techniques.

2. Students will be able to use texture to enrich a surface.

3. Students will be able to write about a significant relationship with another person.

Arizona Visual Arts Standards

CREATE: Creative Process: PO 203: Develop plans for his or her own artwork.

CREATE: Elements & Principles: PO 101: Identify and use elements and principles in his or her artwork.

CREATE: Elements & Principles: PO 201 & 301: Identify, select and use elements and principles to organize the composition in his or her own artwork. 

CREATE: Meanings or Purposes: PO 202: Create an artwork that serves a function.

CREATE: Meanings or Purposes: PO 302: Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes.

Common Core Standards

ELA-Literacy. SL.3.1b: Follow agreed-upon rules for discussion (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts [artworks] under discussion. (Similar standards at other elementary grade levels = SL.1.1a, SL.2.1a, SL4.1b, SL5.1b.)

ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text [artwork], including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social science. (Similar standards at other secondary grades = RH.9-10.4, RH.11-12.4)

ELA-Literacy.RST.6-8.3: Follow precisely a multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking measurements or performing technical tasks. (Similar standards at other secondary grades = RST.9-10.3, and RST.11-12.3)

ELA-Literary.W.4.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details and clear event sequences (Similar standards with more detailed substandards at other grade levels = W.3.3, W.5.5, W.6.3, W.7.3, W.8.3, W.9-10.3; and W.11-12.3)
Preparation

Preview My Token of Love PowerPoint. Check out the "Alternative or Preliminary Studio Idea" if you are working with younger or less experienced students or if you think your students would benefit from some practice working with clay before making their Tokens of Love.
Resources and Supplies

Tokens of Love PowerPoint


clay

slip

sponges

rib tools

pin tools

rolling pins

wire cutters

texture tools (various objects like combs, forks, raw noodles, matchbox cars, etc.)

spray bottles with water

wood boards (bats)

plastic bags

towels 

rags

Activities

Review: Review the theme in life that “We all prize our relationships with others” and the theme in art that “An artwork can say how we feel about someone without words."  Also review the unit’s key questions: 

1. What feeling does this artwork express? What do I want my artwork to express? 

2. What textures do I see? How can I use texture to enrich the surface/s of my artwork?

Assignment: Explain to students that they are to demonstrate what they’ve learned by:

1) Making a ceramic gift (cylindrical container, box or picture frame) using slab construction techniques and enriching the surfaces of the gift with texture to express how they feel about the person for whom they are making it.

 2) Writing a statement identifying the person for whom they made their Token of Love, explaining why their relationship to that person is significant, and identifying choices they made in creating the gift to express their feelings about that person.

Step-By-Step-Instructions: Show My Token of Love PowerPoint to explain that students will:

Slides 1 & 2. Choose to make either a cylindrical container, a box or a picture frame (and plan by making a sketch).

Slides 3-5. Roll out clay and cut slabs. 

Slide 6. Add texture.

Slides 7-8. Assemble cylindrical container or box or cut out picture frame opening.

Slides 9-11. Finish construction and texturing.

Slide 12. Apply glaze.

Slides 13-19. Write a statement explaining how they chose the type of gift and/or texture for their Token of Love to express how they feel about the person for whom they are making the gift. 

In-Process Feedback: Before adding texture, ask students to show one or two classmates their planning sketches to seek feedback on their choice of gift type and texture options. 

Presentation: Display completed Tokens of Love with artists' statements.  Lead a group discussion with the following questions:

1. What different choices did your classmates make about the size, proportions and form of their cylindrical containers? (taller, wider, flared, lid, etc.?)

2. What different choices did your classmates make about the size, proportions and form of their boxes? (taller, wider, flared, lid, etc.?)

3. What different choices did your classmates make about the size, proportions and form of their picture frames? (square, vertical rectangle, horizontal rectangle, size of center opening compared with outside of frame, etc.?)

4. How is the surface texture made? (pressed clay, tool cuts, added attachments, etc.)


Divide students into groups. Assign each group several Tokens of Love to examine in detail. Ask each group to:

1. Examine all their assigned Tokens of Love taking turns reading the artist's statement for each.

2. Look for features of each Token of Love that correspond to choices described in the statement.

3. Select one Token of Love to present to the entire class as an example of an artwork that effectively expresses how a student feels through her/his choice of type of gift and/or texture.


Ask groups to share their selections of effective expression by asking individual members of each group to:

1. Read aloud the artist's statement.

2. List aloud features of the Token of Love that are expressive.

3. While group member is listing features (#2 above), point them out to the class on the gift.

Art Vocabulary

plastic

leather hard

score

bone dry

slip

fire

glaze






Alternative or Preliminary Studio Idea

As an alternative to the cylindrical container, box, or picture frame, younger students can make textured tiles, which do not require students assembling parts.


Asking students to make tiles will provide them an opportunity to develop skills before making their Tokens of Love. 

Assessment Guides 

OBJECTIVE 1: Students will be able to use clay slab construction techniques. 

Exceeds Expectations: Token of Love is constructed with clay slabs and seams or attachments (if any) are secure and, all cut edges are carefully cut.

Meets Expectations: Token of Love is constructed with clay slabs and most seams or attachments (if any) are secure and, most cut edges are carefully cut.

Approaches Expectations: Token of Love is constructed with clay slabs.

Fails to Meet Expectations: Token of Love is made of clay.

OBJECTIVE 2: Students will be able to use texture to enrich a surface.
Exceeds Expectations: Token of Love has visually interesting and well-crafted surface texture/s (perhaps balanced with smooth surfaces).

Meets Expectations: Some surfaces of the Token of Love have carefully secured attachments and/or carefully impressed or cut textures.

Approaches Expectations: Some surface of the Token of Love has intentionally-produced texture.

Fails to Meet Expectations: The Token of Love has only texture that appears to be produced unintentionally.

OBJECTIVE 3: Students will be able to write about a significant relationship with another person.
Exceeds Expectations: Artist's statement identifies and explains the significance of the student's  relationship to the person for whom s/he has made the Token of Love and also explains choices s/he made in the type of gift and/or texture to show his/her feeling for that person.

Meets Expectations: Artist's statement identifies and explains the significance of the student's  relationship to the person for whom s/he has made the Token of Love.

Approaches Expectations: Artist's statement describes his/her relationship to the person for whom s/he made the Token of Love.

Fails to Meet Expectations: Artist's statement identifies the person for whom s/he made the Token of Love.

