Lesson One 
Expressions of Love, Care and Respect 


Objectives: 

1. Students will be able to explain how an artwork can express an artist's love, care or respect for someone. 

2. Students will be able to describe a variety of textures.

Arizona Visual Arts Standards

RELATE: Meanings or Purposes: PO 101, 202, &301: Interpret meanings and/or purposes of an artwork using subject matter and symbols (and/or themes).

RELATE: Elements and Principles: PO 101, 201, & 301: Identify (Analyze) visual/tactile characteristics of artworks from diverse cultures, different places or times. 

Common Core Standards 

ELA-Literacy.RST.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms and other domain-specific words and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 6–8 texts [artworks] and topics.
ELA-Literacy.RST.9-10.4: Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms and other domain-specific words and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 9–10 texts [artworks] and topics.
Preparation

Preview Expressions of Love, Care and Respect PowerPoint, Enriching a Surface with Texture PowerPoint and look through the Summer of Love exhibition preview PowerPoint. Decide whether you will include the optional activity in which small groups of students take turns 1) reaching into paper bags with texture samples, 2) describing textures by touch alone, 3) removing the texture sample from the bags, 4) revising and improving their descriptions based on what they see and 5) passing the bag to the next small group to repeat the process. Decide also whether your students would benefit from making texture rubbings. See "Extension Activities."

Resources

Expressions of Love, Care and Respect PowerPoint

Enriching a Surface with Texture PowerPoint 

Summer of Love Exhibition Preview PowerPoint 

Please assemble a diverse sampling of textures visible from the front of the classroom by students, such as a purse with embossed leather, a fussy pillow, a rubber doormat, a woven basket, etc.

OPTIONAL: Paper bags (one bag for each small group) each holding several sample textures, such as tree bark, tire tread, rough and smooth fabric swatches, fake fur, playing card, corrugated cardboard with top layer of paper removed, wire mesh, etc.


OPTIONAL: Newsprint and charcoal or soft graphite pencils.

Activities

Unit Preview: Introduce the theme in life, that “We all prize our relationships with others.” by discussing different reasons we might relate to particular people in positive ways. For example, what circumstances lead to friendship with, affection for, concern for, or admiration of someone? Can we love or care about or respect people from the past? What people might we hope to come to love, care about, or respect in the future?   

Introduce the theme in art, that “An artwork can say how we feel about someone without words.” by discussing some of the ways we can show people that we care about them besides saying so in words. For example, could you show how you feel by playing together, by singing a song, or by giving a smile, a wave, a treat or a gift?

Introduce the key questions students will be working with in the unit:


1. What feeling does this artwork express? What do I want my artwork to express? 
2. What textures do I see? How can I use texture to enrich the surface/s of my artwork?

Explain that in the My Token of Love lesson, students will make a cylindrical container, a box, or a picture frame enriched with texture to give to someone they love, care about or respect.

Introduction to Theme:  Present the Expressions of Love, Care and Respect PowerPoint to broaden and deepen students' understanding of how gestures and gifts, as well as artworks can express our feelings for others and to ask students to think about a person for whom they might want to make a gift.

Slides 1-5: Introduce traditional ways to show love, care or respect through gestures or gifts. 

Slides 6 & 7: Ask students to consider what they know about a person when they choose a gift to show love, care or respect for that person.

Slides 8 & 9: Show artworks from the Summer of Love exhibition at the Tempe Center for the Arts that express feelings of love, care or respect.

Definition and Examples: Explain that the word "tactile'" refers to the way something feels when we touch it. Define "texture" as the tactile quality of a surface. Ask student to touch various surface within reach, such as a bookbag, a person’s skin, the sole of a shoe, a book cover and the top of a desk or table. Rank the surfaces they feel from least texture to most texture. 

Ask student to look around the classroom for a variety of textures that they can identify by sight alone. Display samples you have brought. Again ask students to rank surfaces from least to most texture and also to describe each texture with one or two words. 

Write words that describe texture on the board or add them to a "word wall."

OPTIONAL Guided Practice: Divide students into small groups. Distribute a paper bag with several texture samples to each group. Ask each group to:

1) Take turns reaching into the paper bag. 

2) Choose one texture sample and describe its texture by touch alone. 

3) When all students have described a texture, remove the texture samples from the bags. 

4) Revise and improve their descriptions based on what they see.
5) Pass the bag to the next small group to repeat the process.  

Introduction to Texture: Display Enriching a Surface with Texture PowerPoint.

Slides 1-2: Introduce texture.

Slides 3 & 4: Show samples of texture in nature.

Slides 5 & 6: Show samples of practical textures.

Slides 7-9: Describe and analyze surfaces decorated with textures.

Slides 10 & 12: Show samples of texture in artworks.

Slides 13 & 14: Introduce techniques for making clay textures.

Slide 15: Introduce the Token of Love project to be completed in Lesson Three: My Token of Love.

Assessment: Lead a discussion about gift giving explained in the Expressions of Love, Care and Respect PowerPoint. Ask students to brainstorm words that describe textures before displaying the Enriching Surface with Texture PowerPoint and add to the list as they view the presentation.

Vocabulary     



Art Vocabulary

fleeting




tactile 

gesture




texture, textured 

token




pattern

enrich

surface

practical

exterior

Extension Activities

Social Studies:  Work with social studies teacher to identify the practice of giving in diverse cultures, for example potlatch gift giving of Native Americans of the Northwest coast, coronation gifts, wedding gifts, or friendship gifts, including the gift of the Statue of Liberty by France to the people of the United States. Identify local or regional philanthropists or donors who have given gifts to your school or community. See "Community Connections" on the overview of this unit for examples.

Art: Send students on a texture scavenger hunt in the classroom, around the school and/or school grounds. Using charcoal or soft graphite pencils, students can make rubbings of textures on newsprint.

Assessment Checklist

__ Students will be able to explain how an artwork can express an artist's love, care or respect for someone.

 (Contribution to discussion during Expressions of Love, Care and Respect PowerPoint presentation.)

__ Students will be able to describe a variety of textures.

  (Contribution to list of words that describe texture and discussion during Enriching a Surface with Texture PowerPoint presentation) 
